
 
Strathroy Flying Farmers (Parkhill pond) Club – Rules 

 
Administrative 
 
Float flying takes place at the Parkhill reservoir. 

Float Flying is open to any MAAC member, dates and times are communicated to those 
who have expressed an interest through emails. 

We fly as a group. Flying is permitted only on days and times arranged by the SFF Float 
Fly coordinator. 

Funds Are set annually and are paid once a year or on a pay as you go basis. 

1. The main contact person must be a SFF member 

2. His job is: 

a. to get the permission from the Ausable Bayfield Conservation    Authority 

b. Help organize the float fly times. 

c. Collect any fees and summit them to the Treasurer. These funds are to be 
keep separate from the main club. 

d. Ensure a donation is sent to the Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority at 
the end of the season. 

e. Maintain an Email list of potential float flyers. 

3  A copy  of the rules are kept in the vehicle of the float fly chairman since there is no    
place to leave them at the pond. Or another designated person. They will also have a 
copy of the permission from the Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority 

 
Normal Operating Procedures and Club Safety Rules 
 

1. MAAC guidelines and Safety code must always be followed. 
2. The approved flying area is depicted on the attached map, measuring roughly 

315m by 330m by 300m in a diamond shape. 
3. You shall not fly within 30 meters of any non-MAAC boat or kayak or swimmers - 

regardless of altitude.  Do not fly directly over our MAAC recovery boat. 
4. The maximum number of airplanes permitted in the air at any one time is 

restricted to four. 
5. Flights must be conducted so as not to interfere with others that are flying at the 

same time. 
6. Pilot etiquette: 

- Dead stick (engine quit) airplanes have the right away over all other airplanes 
- Landing airplanes have right away over departing airplanes. 



- When others are flying: 
-Pilots shall announce their intention to take-off, land or do a touch and go or 
if in a dead stick situation 
-Pilots controlling airplanes that have landed shall announce when their 
airplane is clear of the runway 

 
7. Recovery boat must comply with boating rules (life jackets, etc.) 
8. Recovery boat can also act as a spotter for full scale airplanes. 
9. Planes are to be set up in the pit area along the shore. 
10. Flying is to be done over the water area only. 
11. Formation flying is permitted provided all involved pilots agree beforehand. 

 
Strathroy Flying Farmers float fly Club operates within 3nm of an aerodrome as listed in     
the CFS or CWAS and is required to provide all members with the following information: 
 

12. The aerodrome name is Yellow Gold (CYG2) and it is located 1.53 nautical miles 
south west (direction) of our modelling site. 
 

13. The aerodrome is not used very often and only has 2 small planes.  The 
aerodrome procedures in the CFS, and location of Parkhill in between us, 
generally preclude circuits over or near our site.  The normal MAAC “see and 
avoid” practices are determined to be sufficient to ensure our flying does not 
interfere with aircraft operations. 
 

14. There are no CFS RPA procedures and no other CFS PRO comments that affect 
our modelling site.  
 

15. We have contacted the aerodrome operator and he has no issues with our 
modelling activities.  He was contacted Mar 22/23. 
 

16. In the event of a “fly-away” towards Yellow Gold, you may call the aerodrome 
operator at 519-294-6684 or 519-617-0710 (cell) and advise them of the issue.  
Our site is in uncontrolled airspace so there is no need to notify ATC.   
 

17. Strathroy Flying Farmers float flyers should check for Yellow Gold related 
NOTAM either using the NAV CANADA NOTAM portal or using RPAS Wilco app 
or similar.  If you are the first pilot of the day and have printed a RPAS Wilco site 
survey, please leave it at the site for fellow modelers to reference. 
 

18. No flying will commence until half an hour after sunrise and will end a half hour 
before sunset, the time of which is available on the Weather Network App for the 
town of Parkhill.  Night flying is not allowed at Parkhill Reservoir. 
 

19. Visual observers and MAAC “spotters” are optional at our site. The following are 
club procedures for ensuring full scale aviation safety: 
 

https://plan.navcanada.ca/wxrecall/


a. When any member or other person spots a full-scale airplane that might 
come near the site, they are to yell out “AIRPLANE” in a loud voice.   

b. ALL Pilots must immediately descend to as low an altitude as possible 
and then land as soon as safely able.   

c. When the full-scale airplane is no longer a threat, the person who gave the 
warning shall yell “ALL CLEAR”, or the pilots may make that determination 
themselves, and resume flying. 

 
20. If there is any type of near miss or safety concern between a full-scale aircraft 

and our RPA, ALL FLYING SHALL cease immediately.  The members involved 
should fill out a MAAC reportable occurrence report and submit that to the Club 
executive and follow MAAC policy with the following exceptions:  
 

a. If the member(s) involved believe the risk was very minimal, they may 
complete their own self declaration or risk assessment using the MAAC 
form.  Submit a copy of the form to the club executive when able and 
recall you must keep this form for one year (CAR901.49 (2)). Resume 
flying when done. 

b. If the member or Club executive deems the event serious, flying will not 
resume until members are given permission by the Club executive – in 
writing. 

c. If there is actual contact between an aircraft and a MAAC RPAS – all 
flying will cease until MAAC confirms we may resume operations. 

d. This process is for your protection. 
 

21. No RPA or other model aircraft flying will occur below the Club mandated 
weather minimum:  
 

a. If cloud is present below 1000’ above the model flying area  
b. a horizontal visibility requirement of less than 3sm around the flying area, 

and  
c. if there are other obscuring conditions (fog, smoke, haze etc.) which could 

make spotting full-scale aircraft difficult. 
 

22.  There are no other risk mitigating strategies required at Strathroy Flying Farmers 
float fly Club. 
 

23. The Club executive will review these rules at least once a year. 
 

 
 
Approved by Paul Neely 
March 23, 2023 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 



 
 


